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Banks pose a unique architectural question of transparency and security.  There are two contemporary developments 
that make the problem of the design of a bank more interesting: the first is the use of electronic banking that makes 
trips to the bank and even a visit to the bank less critical; and the second is the collapse of multi-national banks due to 
the American and British bubble real estate economy and what are referred to as "toxic loans" for home owners in 
default of their loans as well as failed speculation on mortgage based derivatives.

The recent banking crisis has highlighted among other things, the need for a reevaluation of banking  and its institu-
tions.   This semester we will focus on private and boutique banking as a means to study an architecturally specific 
problem.

The architectural and spatial design of a vault, with safety deposit boxes connotes security.  The lobby, teller stations, 
desks, and even private offices of the bank connote transparency.  At a less literal and more important institutional level 
the bank needs to express and atmospherically communicate both a secure space for valuable commodities as well as a 
transparent space of professionally supervised transactions in 'the light of day'.

The secure vault and the transparent hall need consideration within the city.  There are many ways to design the street, 
urban and/or exterior presence of the bank's interior on a façade and in addition to the sectional design of the bank in 
terms of security and transparency the façade is a dominant design concern.  The programmatic and functional aspects 
of the bank are very straightforward and it is the design of spatial enclosure and relationships regarding transparency, 
opacity, continuity, enclosure and façade that are of primary concern.

Louis H. Sullivan, Merchants National Bank, Grinnell Iowa, 1914 SOM, Gordon Bunshaft, Manufacturers Hanover Trust , NYC. NY, 1953

Introduction 

crisis
–noun
1. a stage in a sequence of events at which the trend of all future events, esp. for better or for worse, is determined; turning point. 
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•   capital  of Bangladesh
•  12 mill ion metro population
•  located on the Buriganga River
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The given program provides a foundation for your banking program.  You will need to tailor it based on your selected 
banking institution type and site.  While the fundamental banking program is straightforward, the connection 
between the different secure zones, including the street, is a primary design concern.  
 
Self Service > open access         400-800 m2 

 Lobby 
 E-Banking Stations 
 Café 
 Lounge 

 
Lobby/  e-Banking Stations         200-400 m2 
 
Cafeteria/Café        200-400 m2    

 Servery./Seating 
 
Main Banking Hall > client access       500-1000 m2 

 Teller Stations 
 Advising Stations 
 Client Lounges 
 Restrooms/Coatrooms 

 
Office/Administration > secure access      600-1000 m2   

 Administration 
 Financial/Accounting 
 Advising Area 
 VIP Offices/ Secure circulation 
 Financial Research/ Analysis 

 
Closed Offices:    (8)  25-50m2       200-400 m2 

Open Offices:           100-300 m2 

Conference Rooms           
 Large   (1)     100  m2 
 Small    (4)  50  m2   200 m2 

 
 
Vault > maximum secure access       500-1000 m2 

 Security Office 
 Safety security boxes 
 Large commodity storage 
 Server 

 
Circulation/ Services:       +/-   20% 

 Circulation: Stairs/ Elevator Cores     
 Mechanical/Electrical/Data Rooms   

 
TOTAL:        2400 m2- 4,560 m2 
 
 
 



07 Crisis: bank                 Studio Schedule  
 WS 2008: Universität für Angewandte Kunst, Wien,    o. Univ. Prof. Greg Lynn 

assistants: Kristy Balliet, Oliver Bertram, Justin Diles, Martin Murero 

 
October 07.10.08  tu 2-6 Semester Kick Off and *Banking Lecture 
 
  09.10.08  th 2-6 Desk Crits 
   
  14.10.08  tu 2-6 Desk Crits 
 
  16.10.08  th 2-6 Desk Crits (Sliver Gallery: 50mm) 
 
  21.10.08  tu 2-6 Project Review Greg 
 

24.10.08-29.10.08 Study Trip  (Innsbruck, Zürich, Basel, Luzern…) 
 
  30.10.08  th 2-6 Desk Crits   (Sliver Lecture: Tronic) 
 
Nov.   04.11.08  tu 2-6 Desk Crits 
 
  06.11.08  th 2-6 Desk Crits   (Sliver Lecture: Francois Roche) 
 
  11.11.08  tu 2-6 Desk Crits (Bldg. Systems Integration: Lecture) 

(Structural Team walk-thru) 
 

13.11.08  th 2-6 Desk Crits  
   
  18.11.08  tu 2-6 Desk Crits  (Bldg. Systems Integration: Desk Review) 
 
  20.11.08  th 2-6 Desk Crits  
 
  25.11.08  tu 2-6 Review  (Systems/ Structural Review + Special Guest) 
 
  27.11.08  th 2-6 Desk Crits   
   
Dec.  02.12.08  tu 2-6 Desk Crits    
 
  04.12.08  th 2-6 Desk Crits 
 
  09.12.08  tu 2-6 Desk Crits 
 
  11.12.08  th 2-6 Desk Crits   (Sliver Lecture: David Ruy) 
 
  16.12.08  tu 2-6 Desk Crits 
 
  18.12.08  th 2-6 MID-Term Greg (Sliver Lecture: Greg Lynn) 
 

19.12.07- 07.01.08 Winter Break 
 

Jan.  08.12.09  th 2-6 Desk Crits 
 
13.01.09  tu 2-6 Desk Crits    

 
  15.01.09  th 2-6 Desk Crits 
 

20.01.09  tu 2-6 Desk Crits 
 
22.01.09  th Final Review 
  
 
• Intermittent Tutorials: Friday Afternoons: More Information to follow 
• Cob and Robber Movie Nights: More information to follow 



[bonnie & clyde]

[sexy beast]

[killing zoe]
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